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until in our own times, with the exception of their
Siamese brethren, the Shans deteriorated and came
successively under Chinese, then Burmese, and finally
English rule.

The first definite capital the Shans possessed in
upper Burma is said by Mr. Ney Elias to have been
Cheila, now the modern Selan, on the Shweli valley
to the north-west of the present North Shan States.
Selan is now a village of no great size, but has signs
of a bygone importance. It stands on the highest
part of an irregular shaped plateau 200 to- 300 feet
above the Shweli, and this plateau is completely
surrounded by an entrenched ditch, in many places
forty to fifty feet deep. There is no doubt a wall
once existed, but this has long since completely
mouldered away. A few miles off across the
Shweli is Pang Hkan, also another old city with
remains of an earth parapet and ditch enclosing a
large area. Burmese history is silent with regard to
this particular Shan power, but Tai chronicles indicate
that it was probably in fair prosperity about the ninth
century ; while Mr. S. W. Cocks, in -his work on
Burma, goes so far as to state the Shari" rule was prac-
tica^.ly supreme in Burma with the exception of
Arrakan, by the beginning of the fourteenth century.
By the middle of the fifteenth century the Burmese,
however, had established their authority over the
Shans, which condition having lasted one hundred
years, was upset by the Shans of Mogoung, who
revolted so successfully that they conquered the Burmese
and practically reigned at Ava some thirty odd years.

Mogoung bears even now every evidence of having
once been a large and thriving centre in which can